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A LAWYER’S OPINION OF AN INSURANCE AGENT 








On the train, one evening, a lawyer introduced a business man to an agent of a prominent life insurance com- 
pany. Afterward, in speaking of the agent, the lawyer said: 


“Tt is a pity that there are not more insurance agents like that man. He is well informed as to his business, his 
own company and other companies; is able and willing to reply intelligently to inquiries made by his customers 
and prospects, and his statements can be relied upon absolutely, whether the facts are favorable to him or not.” 


EVERY AGENT SHOULD PREPARE HIMSELF 


so that he shall deserve an equally strong commendation. Knowledge is power. 


OUR EDUCATIONAL PUBLICATIONS ARE PREPARED TO MEET THE AGENTS’ NEEDS 


Send 10 cents for Catalogue of Insurance Works, or state the class of information desired. 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


CHICAGO OFFICE 135 William Street 
Insurance Exchange PUBLISHERS NEW YORK 
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AMICABLE | FARM MORTGAGES 


Life Insurance Co. TEXAS and OKLAHOMA 


WACO, TEX. 
With blish- 
$1,000,000 Deoosited with WE ARE EXPERT FIELD ME se igetetha se 


the : Stete Treasurer of Texes producing several million per year. 
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We are growing steadily and always seeking new clients. 

—— By special arrangement, we are permitted to refer any insti- 

cember 31st, 1916.... $16,130,362.00 tution or prospective client worth while to several life insur- 

Gain during year 1916. — 2,702,566.00 ance and trust companies who are buying our securities regu- 

larly and whose officials and land experts have traversed our 

4,541,716.00 loan field from Kansas to the Gulf and re-inspected lands 
2,387,732.00 covered by mortgages purchased from us. 


Insurance written dur- 





— Decem- caaeanece We may safely undertake to write an additional million, or 
ber Slat, 000,008. million and a half, the coming year to meet the increased 
Gain during year 1916. 214,031.51 demand of new er ‘old clients. 

Policyholders Reserves 
December 31st, 1916. 905,626.48 At this time, it should be borne in mind that it is the pa- 
Gajn during year 1916. 196,396.00 triotic duty of all of us to finance the land owners in the fullest 

Total Agency Balances measure that our allies and our home people may not suffer 
December 31st, 1916. . 8,446.68 a ruinous food shortage. Also it should be borne in mind that 

Actual to Expected Mor- the farm mortgage earns the investor the highest rate of in- 
tality during 1916... 29.6% terest to be had with perfect security. 
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It is believed that the Amicable Life 
has made a new record for a company 
less than seven years old in having in 
force December 31st, 1916, $16,130,362 
of paid-for insurance, and at the same 
time having gained $107,340.30 in sur- SCOTT & BLACKMER 
plus, in addition to the total surplus 


AMICABLE LIFE BUILDING <3 se 
22 Stories Hich.—Owned without Debt by — paid to the company by the Home Office, HOBART, OKLAHOMA 
AMICABLE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY = *t0cKholcers. 
WACO, TEXAS, U.S. A. ARTEMAS R. ROBERTS, President Four Offices in Oklahama Five Offices in Texas 

o 


Artemas R, Ronerts, Founder, President & Actuary 


Your correspondence and personal visit to our loan field are 
solicited. 
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Liberal renewal contracts for good producers. 
of business. For full particulars write: 


Southland Life Insurance Co. 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
HARRY L. SEAY, President 


L. LINZMEYER, Vice=Pres. and Actuary 
A. S. Doerr, Vice-President 








“The Leading FIRE INSURANCE Co. of America” 


~~ 
WM. B. CLARK, President 


EXPLOSION 
AND SPRINKLER 
LEAKAGE 








AMERICAN 
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COMPANY 

of NEW YORK | 


100 BROADWAY 
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Ihe Acid Test for Strength, 


Liberality, Service and Low Cost 


places 


LIFE- INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 
high on the list 


CAPABLE AGENTS WANTED 

















The FRANKFORT 
GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY 


United States Department, 123 William St., New York, N. Y. 


TRUSTEES 


Union Trust Co. of New York, 80; Broadway, New York City 


CASUALTY INSURANCE 


AGENTS WANTED FOR UNOCCUPIED TERRITORY 














Michigan Commercial 


Insurance Company 
Lansing, Michigan 


ASSETS SURPLUS 


January 1, 1913.....$862,447.34 $156,321.92 
January 1, 1914 920,961.16 181,374.66 
January 1, 1915 935,693.93 200,120.21 
January 1, 1916... 1,020,369.41 211,057.76 
January 1, 1917.... 1,178,606.04 212,242.99 


Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Tourist Baggage, Parcel Post Insurance 
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THE SPECTATOR 


The circulation of the publications of The 
Spectator Company, including THE SPECTATOR, 
amounts to nearly one million annually, aver- 
aging 17,500 weekly. These standard publica- 
tions, covering life, fire, casualty and miscel- 
laneous insurance, are recognized as authori- 
ties in their particular lines, and some have re- 
ceived the endorsements of the United States 
Government and State Insurance Departments. 
The statistical and historical records of the 
various insurance companies are thus given 
wide circulation for the information of the 
public, constituting more valuable SERVICE 
to the insurance companies than that supplied 
by any other insurance journal. 


Tue Spectator, established in 1868, is a weekly 
journal devoted to proeert. the best interests of 
trustworthy insurance of all kinds. The subscription 
rice for the United States, Canada and Mexico is 
ae Dollars per annum, postage prepaid; to all for- 
eign countries in the Postal Union, Five Dollars. 


Entered at the New York Post Office as Second-Class Matter. 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS 
Arthur L. J. Smith, Pres. Robert W. Blake, Sec’y 
135 WiLt1AM STREET, New York 
Telephone, John 231, John 282 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Insurance Exchange, Chicago. Telephone, Wabash 681 


Sole Beting, Sannte in America for the publications 
of Charles & Edwin Layton of London, England. 


Copyright, 1917, by The Spectator Company, New York 
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F there were only one life insurance 

company, only one bank or only one 
automobile manufacturing company in 
the country there would be no compe- 
tition, and consequently no need for ad- 
vertising and no demand for literature 
setting forth the condition and advan- 
tages of any of these institutions. But 
as there are many insurance companies 
and banks, and scores of automobile 
manufacturing companies, the public 
needs and expects to be informed of 
the advantages of each competing or- 
ganization. At a recent meeting of life 
insurance company officials, an otherwise 
splendid address was somewhat marred 
by a reference to the use of insurance 
literature as conducive to causing the 
layman to view the life insurance busi- 
hess with suspicion. It would have 
been interesting if the speaker had en- 
deavored to elucidate his point by show- 
ing how a rigid presentation of facts, 
Such as is contained in many publications 
concerning the various companies, can 
be detrimental to the interest of the pur- 
chaser of insurance; but that would have 
involved difficulties of argument com- 
pared with which an answer toa lawyer’s 
hypothetical question would be easy. All 
broad-minded managers of life insur- 
ance companies realize that the public 
demands complete authentic information 
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regarding companies, so that an intelli- 
gent judgment may be arrived at; and 
they also know that such carries more 
weight to the public when coming from 
an impartial, unbiased source. It would 
appear that the speaker in question has 
had his vision so badly obscured by the 
abuses of objectionable literature that he 
failed to recognize and appreciate the 
uses of legitimate educational informa- 
tion on the standing and practices of life 
insurance companies. It goes without 
saying that the public will always de- 
mand authentic and independent reports 
and publications passing on the merits 
of an insurance company, plan or policy. 
Moreover, the appeal which life insur- 
ance literature makes to the open-minded 
prospect will produce the best results 
when emanating from a trustworthy and 
impartial source. Experienced agents 
have long recognized that fact. Judicious 
agents, when making a point 1n tavor of 
their own company, will avoid knocking 
a competing company. That is a recog- 
nized principle of wise salesmanship in 
all lines of business. 
HE committees of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters having to do 
with the conservation of property have 
already begun their work, and the or- 
ganization of State conservation associa- 
tions has been begun in the West. Fol- 
lowing this there will be much inspection 
work done. As defects are found in the 
inspected risks, they will be called to the 
attention of the property-owners, and if 
not promptly remedied the suggestions 
will be followed up by action on the part 
of public authorities. The matter of 
protecting the country’s property, and 
particularly food-stuffs, from destruc- 
tion by fire is an important one, and the 
National Board and its affiliated organi- 
zations will co-operate closely with public 
authorities in efforts to prevent fire waste. 


ANY men are undergoing physical 
examinations in these days, in con- 
nection with their desire to serve their 
country in some capacity, and probably 
over fifty per cent of them learn thereby 
that they have some physical defect which 
will prevent their entering the service. 
Some of these shortcomings are of such a 
nature, and are of such trifling import- 
ance, as to have little effect upon the lon- 
gevity of those examined, and might even 
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Editorial 


have no effect in preventing such men 
from securing life insurance. Neverthe- 
less, of those who were examined for life 
insurance last year no less than 135,000 
were rejected. There is a lesson in this 
for those who find that they are, now 
physically in good condition, and they 
should at once avail themselves of their 
favorable situation in this respect to se- 
cure life insurance, even though they 
may, because of military or naval service, 
have to pay, for a time, an extra pre- 
mium. Life insurance is worth all its net 
cost in time of war, so that for those 
who contemplate enlisting or are likely to 
be conscripted for the public service it 
will be an excellent move to apply at 
once for such life insurance as they feel 
able to carry. 


DIVERSITY of opinion as to the 

desirability of the present system 
of writing “jumbo” lines of fire insurance 
and reinsuring down developed at the 
hearing before the State Insurance Com- 
missioners last week. Some _ under- 
writers of high repute discerned danger 
in the plan, while other leading fire in- 
surance men regarded the present method 
as a legitimate development of the busi- 
ness and a convenience to both agents 
and insured. It was intimated, also, that 
such a limitation of lines and reinsur- 
ances as is contemplated by the bill just 
passed by the Illinois legislature would 
result in higher expenses. The time de- 
voted to the discussion was too short to 
permit an exhaustive investigation of the 
subject, and the Committee of Commis- 
sioners was disposed to receive further 
arguments and opinions before reaching 
any conclusion as to the wisdom of advo- 
cating an alteration by law of the condi- 
tions now prevailing as to this phase of 
the fire insurance business. 


ITH the fire loss in the United 
States and Canada in the first 
four months of the current year placed 
at $104,139,655 by the Journal of Com- 
merce, indicating an annual loss rate of 
$312,000,000, there seems little hope that 
the fire insurance companies will be able 
to make any money on their underwriting 
this year. As the property waste has 
been steadily climbing, while underwrit- 
ing profits are decreasing (or losses in- 
creasing), the time seems to be ripe for 
an increase in rates on unprofitable 
classes of risks. 
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NEW ENGLAND CONGRESS 


—_— 


Large Delegation Assembled at Hart- 
ford for Annual Meet 





ALFRED HURRELL A SPEAKER 





Insurance Commissioner Mansfield Outlined Uni- 
form War Rider—Other Items of Interest 
[Special Report by a Staff Correspondent] 
HARTFORD, June 23.—Patriotism in life in- 
surance was the principal subject of discussion 
at the fourth annual congress of New England 
Life Underwriters assembled at the Hartford 
Club in this city to-day. A demonstration of 
this very characteristic of life insurance was 
made in a practical way by the voluntary con- 
tribution of $101.56 to the American Red Cross 
Society by the eighty-odd delegates and guests 

in attendance. 

The congress was promptly called to order at 
one o’clock by John H. Thompson, general agent 
for the Connecticut Mutual Life of Hartford and 
president of the Connecticut Life Underwriters 
Association, chairman. The meeting was more 
in the nature of an outing than a convention, 
most of the time being devoted to social activi- 
ties. In the morning a golf tournament was 
held and, following a luncheon, an automobile 
trip was taken through the principal parks 
which beautify this city. 

Mr. Thompson, acting as chairman of the pro- 
ceedings, first introduced Mayor Frank A. Hag- 
arty, of the city of Hartford, who delivered an 
address of welcome, in the course of which he 
pointed out that there are about twenty insur- 
ance companies domiciled here, with assets ag- 
gregating $500,000,000. The fire companies whose 
head offices are in Hartford, he said, have paid 
out losses to property-owners throughout the 
United States aggregating some $800,000,000, 
while the life insurance companies have paid 
to beneficiaries and living policies a grand to- 
tal of approximately $1,000,000,000. 

Governor Marcus Holcomb of Connecticut 
also delivered an address of welcome on behalf 
of the State. In the course of his introduction 
remarks, Chairman Thompson called attention 
to the fact that Governor Holcomb was the 
first State executive to call for a military 
census, a move which has since been copied by 
practically every State in the Union. It is in- 
teresting to note that the insurance companies 
of Hartford facilitated the work of this census 
by giving their services to the State free of 
charge. 


HISTORY OF UNIFORM WAR RIDER 


Insurance Commissioner Burton Mansfield of 
Connecticut, who is chairman of the Insurance 
Commissioners’ committee on the subject of 
war clauses, reviewed the work of his com- 
mittee. He touched upon the origin of the 
demand for an investigation of the subject of 
war clauses by the National Convention of In- 
surance Commissioners and summarized the pro- 
ceedings of the hearing at New York city. He 
also outlined the results attained by the joint 
committee of insurance companies and Commis- 
sioners as the outcome of the hearing at New 
York. He pointed out that the Insurance Com- 
missioners were disappointed to some extent in 
the failure of the companies to come to a uni- 
form agreement. In this connection he em- 


phasized the point that in times such as these, 
which the American people are now passing 
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through, all must make some sacrifice of per- 
sonal comfort and possession in order to attain 
the best results for the whole. With this end 
in view it was deemed wise for the Insurance 
Commissioners at the recent meeting of the 
executive committee of the National Convention 
of Insurance Commissioners to make another ap- 
peal to the companies to accept the uniform 
rider as adopted by the committee of Insurance 
Commissioners and companies even at the sac- 
rifice of some individual advantage, whether 
real or immaterial. 


WHERE COMPANIES DISAGREE 


Insurance Commissioner Mansfield said that 
the real differences between the companies on 
the subject of the war rider arose over (1) the 
question of rates and (2) the question as to who 
should pay for the expense of war mortality. 

On the matter of extra premiums for war 
rates, Mr. Mansfield pointed out that there is 
no adequate statistical experience on which to 
calculate the cost of war mortality, either in 
this country or Europe. However, said Mr. 
Mansfield, it should be noted that the commit- 
tee of Commissioners and companies had agreed 
upon the charge of $37.50 as the minimum extra 
charge to be paid at mobilization in the case of 
drafted men and upon enlistment in the case of 
volunteers. 

Speaking of the problem as to whether those 
who stayed at home should pay for the mortality 
experienced by the soldiers sent to the fighting 
line, Mr. Mansfield said that there were two im- 
portant issues here on which there seemed to be 
material disagreement. Some maintain that 
there would be no insurance by men under a 
uniform rate until they were certain to be called 
to the front and thereby select against the com- 
pany by not insuring until they knew they were 
going to the front, while those who stay at home 
will remain uninsured. Mr. Mansfield main- 
tained that the men do not know when they 
will be sent. He said that the companies over- 
look the fact that men who enter army or navy 
service, or any man who is subject to draft, 
must go where he is ordered. It is not a mat- 
ter of choice with the individual soldier. Many 
men are subject to call, but still may remain at 
home. The principal point to be borne in 
mind is that when a civilian enlists or is 
drafted, his occupation changes and takes on 
hazards that theretofore did not exist for him. 


DISTRIBUTING THE EXTRA COST 


Insurance Commissioner Mansfield said that 
it had been suggested that the Government pay 
the premiums or extra cost of war mortality. 
He discarded this question as impracticable on 
the ground that the Government had all it 
could do to carry on its extensive programme of 
extra taxation and conservation of natural re- 
sources, brought about as the result of the 
present conflict, without adding more to its 
burdens. Another way of distributing the cost 
more widely by means of levying it against all 
policyholders was suggested. Mr. Mansfield 
doubted whether any workable plan along this 
line could be put into practice. A third pro- 
posal—to put the Government in the insurance 
business—would meet with the disapproval of 
practically all insurance men. It is not a wise 
move for the Government, and yet there is 
danger of it unless the companies solve the 
problem for themselves. 


PATRIOTISM IN LIFE INSURANCE 


The third speaker on the programme was Al- 
fred Hurrell, associate general solicitor of The 
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Prudential Insurance Company. He spoke on 
“Patriotism in Life Insurance,’’ and in intro- 
ducing his remarks commended Governor Hol- 
comb, a Republican, for his patriotism in ap- 
pointing Burton Mansfield, a Democrat, ag In- 
surance Commissioner of Connecticut. 

Mr. Hurrell said that there are two bene- 
ficiaries to every life insurance policy, the per- 
son named in the policy and the country where 
the company is located. In this connection he 
pointed out that life insurance had served this 
country through the constructive conservation 
of wealth. 

In the history of this great business he con- 
ceded that New England had a few Plymouth 
rocks, even if New Jersey had appropriated the 
rock of Gibraltar. 

After disclaiming an intention to be too eulo- 
gistic, Mr. Hurrell stated he merely hoped to 
call to mind a few of the reasons why the life in- 
surance men might feel at this time an especial 
pride in their business, saying, in part: 


Patriotism without helpful activity is like 
faith without works. Patriotism is not an emo- 
tion; it is a performance. Its strength is 
measured by its deeds. 

Tested by constructive results, life insurance 
as a business presents an inspiring record of 
accomplishments which have strengthened and 
matured this nation. The stress and strain of 
war is now on. The resources of this country 
are to be put to proof. From the first it has 
been conceded that the entry of the United 
States would decide the fate of the war in 
favor of it and its allies, because of the volume 
of its developed wealth. 

The institutions, then, which for the past years 
have conserved this wealth have served America 
best. Life insurance is entitled to first rank 
among such institutions, as its functions are 
two-fold in such conservation. By reason of its 
contract with the policyholder it protects his 
family from financial loss which otherwise 
would result from his death, thus permitting one 
generation to effectively finance the next, and in 
doing this it induces and co-ordinates the sav- 
ings of millions of citizens of average or less 
than average means. These small contributions 
made in the way of premium payments have be- 
come a mighty financial current which has flowed 
for years with increasing volume, resulting in 
permanent improvements to our counties and 
municipalities, development of our agriculture, 
the growth of our industrial centers, and the 
expansion of the vast transportation systems of 
the country. 


WHY WE ARE AT WAR 


This country is now facing what appears to 
be its supreme upportunity for real service to 
the human race. Its citizens have indicated 
their complete approval of the course the Gov- 
ernment has taken. To the number of tens of 
millions they stand ready to work and fight 
under its colors until victory comes. The mili- 
tant spreading of the life insurance gospel for 
generations has helped to implant the homely 
virtues among the men who will compose that 
army. It is not an accident that we are in 
this war to help others and not for selfish in- 
terests. The declared purpose of the nation in 
this conflict is but the expression of the attained 
morality of the mass of the people. The obliga- 
tion of being our brother’s keeper, first ex- 
pressed in the Spanish-American War, has again 
received official national recognition. The peo- 
ple agree with this policy. They have risen t0 
it. Now this altruistic ideal is one of the primal 
forces which has crowned life insurance with its 
success. It is an ideal which every true life in- 
surance man understands. It is an ideal which 
he has urged. He knows its influence upon men. 
It is with gratitude, therefore, we recognize that 
the steady expansion of our business has had its 
definite part in preparing the people of this 
country for their determined entry into a wal 
which is to make the ‘‘world safe for Democ- 
racy.’”’ And, besides this, our practical sense 
must lead us to find comfort in the knowledge 
that along with this development of national 
character, for which it is partly responsible, 
life insurance has helped the nation in its ma- 
terial progress, so that there now exists ample 
means to sustain the armies which will go forth. 
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George Washington, in the trying days of the 
first great struggle for liberty in which 
America engaged, told his patriot soldiers to 
“trust in God and keep your powder dry.” This 
was common sense _ indeed. Applying the 
thought to the work of the life insurance men 
for the past five decades, we may say, perhaps 
without undue satisfaction, that while they 
have been assisting our citizens to adopt higher 
ideals, on the practical side they have been 
keeping the powder of the nation dry. This is 
why life insurance can claim for itself a fair 
share of patriotic achievement. 


Lee C. Robens, general agent of the New 
England Mutual Life and secretary pro tem. of 
the Connecticut Life Underwriters Association, 
announced that Clarence E. Miller, general 
agent in Boston for the Penn Mutual Life of 
Philadelphia, had offered a competitive silver 
cup, to be known as the Charles E. Miller 
Trophy, which is to be awarded under certain 
restrictions to the local association having the 
largest attendance at the annual meetings of 
the New England congress. A motion to the 
effect that the congress accept the offers at the 
terms of the donor was unanimously carried. 

Following this session the delegates and 
guests participated in an automobile tour about 
Hartford. 

Among those in attendance were the follow- 
ing: 


Hartley Bishop, Eugene Brennan, George L. 
Rapport, Harry M. Clark, R. O. Dunkum, D. H. 
Livermore, Lee C. Robens, Edmond Starr, M. I. 
Farber, D. G. Holbrook, J. H. Thompson, 
Charles G. McAron, Wm. W. Leonard, Thomas 
W. Russell, O. M. Thurman, H. A. Hopf, Herbert 
F. Fisher, R. W. Cooley, Winslow Russell, 
Douglas T. Smith, G. M. Lovelace, Eugene 
Brennan, R. L. Bridgeman (Jr.), Henry S. Robin- 
son, C. W. Wells, C. E. Shepard, F. W. Rogers, 
George W. Staples, Samuel Marsh and Michael 
McFarland, all of the Connecticut Association 
of Life Underwriters; W. L. Nourse, L. M. Foss, 
Joshua B. Clark, F. H. Stratton, Dr. W. H. 
Hazard, Isabel Conlin, Annie M. F. Sherman, 
Leonora M. Conick, Emil Schwab, Charles C. 
Gilman and Wm. C. Johnson, all of Boston; 
E. F. Jones, Dana M. Dustine, Harry L. Snow, 
N. J. Berglund. From Springfield, C. A. Ruby, 
T. H. Smith, T. N. Worthen, E. M. Allis, A. C. 
White, from Worcester. 

A. C. Mason of Rutland, Vt.; Earle L. Graham 
of Northampton, Mass.; Alfred Hurrell of New- 
ark, N. J.; N. B. Shepard and Smith S. Ballard 
of Montpelier, Vt.; William Tolman of Pitts- 
field, Mass.; Morris Rice, L. C. Slayton, Nelson 
C. Taintor, F. S. Keech, Burton Mansfield, P. A. 
Bridgman, M. C. Bergland, N. O. Whipple, A. C. 
Winchester, H. G. Sperry, Chester A. Dodge, all 
from New Haven; A. I. Jones, Jas. P. Heron, J. 
W. Moore and A. J. Edgar from Bridgeport; 
G. G. Mullings, L. F. Rich, Robert M. Buck- 
meister, M. J. Connor and J. H. Bailey, from 
Waterbury; George H. Collett, W. P. Gannett, 
H. M. Wheaton, Moses A. Alley, W. K. R. 
Holmes, A. E. Leach, F. M. Donnelly, Wm. H. 
Gardner, F. E. Endicott and Walter Booker, all 
from Providence; E. L. Rost of Norwich, 
Charles W. Fuller of Shelton, Harry H. Ander- 
a ag New London, Frederick S. Peck of Oak- 
Ville, 


Fidelity Leaders Club 


Philadelphia and Atlantic City were the 
Scenes of the annual convention of the Fidelity 
Leaders Club of the Fidelity Mutual Life of 
Philadelphia last Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. George W. Meacham of New York was 
president of the club last year and he called 
the convention to order, introducing Walter Le 
Mar Talbot, president of the company, who 
delivered an address of welcome. 

Thomas H. Beck, sales vice-president of the 
American Lithographic Company of New York, 
Save a live talk on the subject of ‘‘Aids to 
Selling.” 

The afternoon was devoted to a conference of 
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the managers, who discussed a number of the 
problems of organization and to a tour of in- 
spection about the home office. 

Thursday morning was given over to a dis- 
cussion of the company’s policies and some of 
its sales methods. 

In the evening a patriotic programme was 
carried out, the feature of which was an ad- 
dress by Arthur Guy Empey, an American and 
a member of the Royal Fusiliers. Mr. Empey 
spent much time during the past two years in 
the thick of the fighting on the French and Bel- 
gian frontiers. He related some of his per- 
sonal experiences and told the Fidelity Leaders 
a few of the details of what a modern fighting 
man must do. Mr. Empey performed honorable 
service as a bomber and a machine gun oper- 
ator until he was disabled in the battle of the 
Somme. He had been wounded three times be- 
fore finally being compelled to give way to his 
injuries. He has been honored by the award of 
a medal for gallantry. 

Friday’s programme was informal and the 
Leaders took a trip to Atlantic City, where 
they enjoyed themselves as best suited their 
individual tastes. 





Reinsurance Life Company of Des Moines 


Articles of incorporation have been filed at 
Des Moines, Ia., for the Reinsurance Life Com- 
pany of America, with an authorized capital of 
$500,000. The incorporators are: J. M. Emery, 
consulting actuary; Harley H. Stipp, attorney- 
at-law; H. W. Hawley, president, Great Western 
Accident; J. S. Rawson, president, Central Trust 
Company, all of Des Moines, and J. P. Frantzen, 
director of the German Trust and Savings Bank 
of Dubuque, Ia. 

Quite a number of the Middle West companies 
have already agreed to turn over their rein- 
surance as soon as the company is ready to do 
business, and the future looks very bright to the 
men who are interested in the project. 


Morris Plan Insurance Society 


Application for the right to transact life in- 
surance has been made to the New York Insur- 
ance Department by the Morris Plan Insurance 
Society of New York. This society is organ- 
ized by the interests identified with the Indus- 
trial Finance Corporation and the Morris Plan 
bank system. The insurance company is to 
issue policies in multiples of fifty dollars on the 
annual term plan on the lives of borrowers 
under the Morris plan, the purpose being to 
protect the endorsers of notes in case of the 
death of the borrower before he has paid up 
his obligations to the Morris Plan banks. The 
maximum policy will be for $2500. The society 
will have $100,000 capital. 





New Officers of Security Life 


At a meeting of the directors of the Security 
Life of Chicago last week, O. W. Johnson, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the company, was elected 
president, succeeding his father, the late W. O. 
Johnson. He will retain the office of treasurer, 
while J. Charles Seitz, who has been assistant 
secretary and actuary, will be secretary and 
actuary. George C. Gale, vice-president of the 
company, has been chosen chairman of the board 
of directors. The other officers are S. W. Goss, 
vice-president and superintendent of agencies, 
and Dr. S. S. Werth medical director. 
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FEWER LAWS PASSED 





Association of Life Insurance Presidents 
Makes Summary 





CHANGED LEGISLATIVE VIEW 





Improvement in Attitude of Legislators Toward 
the Business—Where New Laws Were Enacted 


The Association of Life Insurance Presidents 
has made its annual report on the legislative 
enactments during the past season, together 
with comments upon the effect of the new laws 
upon life insurance. The association studied 
2309 bills in the 1917 season. These bills gen- 
erally fell into three classes: (1) Those di- 
rectly affecting the business either favorably 
or unfavorably; (2) those affecting corporations 
generally, including life insurance companies; 
(3) those which upon thorough examination are 
found do’ not in their existing form affect the 
business of life insurance. The number of laws 
enacted was sixty-three, which represents a 
considerable falling off in comparison with the 
earlier years. There were forty-seven sessions 
last year. The sixty-three measures enacted 
were distributed as follows: 

Wisconsin, five; Nebraska, four; California, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New 
York and Tennessee, three each; Arkansas, 
Idaho, Maine, Missouri, Montana, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Wyoming and Congress, two each; Colo- 
rado, Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Michigan, New Mexico, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Utah, Vermont and Washington, one each. 
There doubtless will be additions to these fig- 
ures, as several legislatures have so recently 
adjourned that exact advices as to executive 
action on various bills that were passed by 
legislative bodies have not been received. Ad- 
ditional laws may also be expected from legis- 
latures still in session as well as from those to 
convene. 

In part the report, which was submitted by 
Major Brinkerhoff, actuary of the association, 
read as follows: 

For the first ‘‘on’’ year in a decade the number 
of proposals is less instead of more. For the 
second successive ‘‘on’’ year there is a material 
reduction in the number of statutes enacted. 

This apparent change in the legislative atti- 
tude towards life insurance suggests an inter- 
esting field of inquiry. War conditions and the 
general recognition of the absolute need of large 
business organizations to meet them have re- 
sulted in more respect for, and less distrust of, 
corporations by the people. The war empha- 
sizes the message that the broad-visioned type 
of corporation has been carrying the people 
for years—that modern economic requirements 
can no longer be met by individual effort. This 
message has invariably carried the appeal that 
there should be developed between the people 
and the organized form of business a bond of 
sympathy and understanding that would enable 
both to co-operate to solve the common prob- 
lems of humanity. Among the first to recog- 
nize the need of stimulating such an under- 
standing were the representatives of the busi- 
ness of life insurance. Their educational work 
has now advanced to a point where there is 
scarcely a person engaged in the business who 
is not taking some part in it. This common 
contribution—made in many and varying ways 
by office staffs, agents and executives, singly 
and through various organizations and by State 
supervising officials as well—is producing ef- 
fective results. The peculiarly intimate and 
continuing relationship which life insurance 
bears to family life doubtless gives it an advan- 
tage over some other forms of business and 
economic activity not quite so closely inter- 
woven with the interests of the individual. In 
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the 1917 legislative attitude is a reflection of 
the increasing favor with which the public views 
life insurance, surely it should inspire the 
workers in our field to still further effort to 
meet the increasing responsibilities of guarding 
the American family circle from the uncertain- 
ties of the future. 





Life Notes 


—The Connecticut Mutual Life of Hartford has 
contributed $10,000 to the American Red Cross 
Society. 

—J. William Johnson, second vice-president of the 
Western and Southern Life Insurance Company of 
Cincinnati, died June 5. 

—The Equitable Life of Iowa announces that the 
production for May reached $3,201,618, which was an 
increase of $1,149,409 over the corresponding month 
of 1916. 

—The Metropolitan Life has offered to reinsure the 
business of the Pittsburgh Life and Trust, which is in 
the hands of a receiver, on the basis of a thirty per 
cent depreciation of the reserves. 


—The annual agency convention of the Germania 
Life of New York will be held on September 24 and 
25 at New Orleans, just before the National Associa- 
tion of Life Underwriters holds its convention. 

—At the ninety-first annual commencement of 
Trinity College, Hartford, on June 18, Morgan G. 
Bulkeley, president of the Etna Life of Hartford, 
was honored by being granted the honorary degree 
of doctor of laws. 

—Clarence A, Hughett, assistant secretary of the 
Western Union Life of Spokane, has been appointed 
office manager for the company at its home office in 
Spokane. He joined the company three years ago as 
a bookkeeper, afterward becoming assistant secretary. 


—Roy A. Wheeler, who has been in the actuarial 
department of the Massachusetts Mutual Life of 
Springfield, Mass., has taken up new duties as 
assistant actuary of the Massachusetts Insurance De- 
partment. He graduated from Harvard in 1912 with 
honors, having specialized in mathematics, 

—David N. Blakely has been appointed assistant 
medical director of the New England Mutual Life of 
Boston. He has been identified with the medical de- 
partment of the New England Mutual in various 
capacities for a number of years, and is eminently 
qualified to fill the post to which he has been ap- 
pointed. 


—Dr, Thomas P. Lloyd, vice-president and medical 
director of the Louisiana State Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Shreveport, has been ordered by Adjutant- 
General McCain to report to Major-General Wood, 
and to proceed at once to Ft, Oglethorpe, Ga., for 
active service as captain in the Medical Corps, 
U.S. A. 


—Charles E, Gleeson, who recently resigned as 
supervisor of agents for the Cleveland Life, has not 
yet announced his future plans, but it is understood 
he intends to remain in the life insurance business. 
Mr. Gleeson was with the Cleveland Life for about 
eight years and was held in high esteem by the agency 
organization, which paid him high tribute just before 
he left the company. 


—R,. T. Sydney Koons, who has been a consistent 
producer for the Public Savings of Indianapolis, has 
been promoted to superintendent at the Peru de- 
tached section of the Fort Wayne district. Mr. 
Koons began his life insurance career as cashier in 
the Indianapolis district on February 8, 1916, be- 
coming an agent in June 3, 1916. His successful work 
in both branches qualified him for the appointment re- 
cently tendered to him. 


—The outbreak of the war in 1914 caused a suspen- 
sion of the organization of the Vancouver Life In- 
surance Company of Vancouver, B. C., but steps are 
now being taken to complete raising the capital. The 
company will have an authorized capital of $1,000,000, 
of which ten per cent, or $100,000, will pe paid in, and 
there will also be a subscribed surplus of $150,000. It 
will operate under a Dominion charter. Newell Van 
Sickle, superintendent of organization, visited New 
York this week in connection with the company’s 
business, 
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CASUALTY, SURETY & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Asks New Jersey Rate Investigation 
[Special Dispatch to THE SPECTATOR] 


TRENTON, June 26.—Calling attention to the 
fact that some of the insurance companies have 
jumped their premium rates five hundred per 
cent in anticipation of business under the re- 
cently enacted compulsory liability insurance 
law, which becomes effective July 4, Governor 
Edge has asked State Banking and Insurance 
Commissioner La Monte to make an investiga- 
tion as to the rate-making power of the State 
under the new law and to report. The execu- 
tive says he has recently been informed that 
the casualty companies have raised their mini- 
mum rate on some classes of business from ten 
to fifty dollars, making insurance protection al- 
most prohibitive for employers having few em- 
Ployees. He accompanies the letter with sev- 
eral concrete examples of how the high rates 
would be oppressive. 

“It would seem to me,’’ says the executive in 
a letter to Mr. La Monte, ‘‘very unusual that 
necessity should arise to increase the rate five 
hundred per cent. Certainly, the passage of 
the compulsory liability insurance act could 
not be the reason for an increase in rates, for 
the natural tendency of this legislation was to 
increase the volume of business, and it is an 
axiom of business that a greater output means 
a greater reduction in cost. I do not understand 
that there is any considerable objection to com- 
pulsory insurance as a policy, as that protects 
both employer and employees alike, but the 
rates should be reduced as a consequence rather 
than otherwise.” 

Continuing, the letter states: “I can appre- 
ciate that there is a minimum necessary in any 
type of insurance less than which it is better 
for a company not to write a policy, as a matter 
of ordinary profit, but I cannot conceive the 
equity of charging fifty dollars for one em- 
ployee and perhaps the same for ten. 

“Unless there is a speedy adjustment, State 
insurance will naturally be the only remedy,” 
says the executive. 








Casualty and Surety Club 

The summer golf tournament of the Casualty 
and Surety Club of New York was held at the 
beautiful grounds of the Ridgewood (N. J.) 
Country Club on Tuesday of this week. There 
was a representative attendance, a perfect day 
and about forty players, counting in past presi- 
dents. The prize winners were: Jos. L. 
Prager, attorney-at-law; Richard J. Hollings- 
worth of the Hartford; Fred. H. Kingsbury of 
the Globe; Geo. H. Ackerman of the Preferred, 
and Thos. J. Graham of the Globe. The guest 
prize was won by Hugh R. Louden, the recently 
“imported from Chicago” golf prize winner for 
the Liverpool and London and Globe. 

The prizes were handsomely designed medal- 
lions, with the Red Cross emblem at the bottom, 
and, as a result of the tournament, the Red 
Cross fund was enriched by seventy-five dollars. 


Liability Claim Men Meet 


The Boston Liability Claim Mens Associa- 
tion, which was organized two years ago, held 
its annual meeting last week at the City Club. 
The following officers were elected: President, 
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Edward L. Taylor, Maryland Casualty; vice- 
president, John Blevins, Employers Liability; 
secretary, H. C. Houlihan, Royal Indemnity; 
treasurer, T. G. Heyliger, Travelers. 

Henry C. Sawyer, attorney for the Employers 
Liability, was the principal speaker after din- 
ner, reviewing the various insurance bills en- 
acted at the last session of the legislature. 


Pennsylvania State Fund 

A bill has been passed by the Pennsylvania 
House which practically puts the Pennsylvania 
State Fund on its own resources after Janu- 
ary 1, 1918, and provides that the fund may 
assess policyholders in addition to the regular 
premium. A Senate bill with the same provi- 
sions has been amended to provide that the 
State fund be subsidized for expenses until 
January 1, 1919, and provides for the elimina- 
tion of the assessment clause. 

It is expected that a conference committee 
on this bill will be appointed. 


Stock Companies May Give Death Benefit 


Governor Lowden of Illinois has vetoed the 
bill passed by the Legislature permitting IIli- 
nois stock casualty companies to include a 
funeral benefit of $100 in their policies. His 
action was based on an adverse opinion from 
the Attorney-General. The measure was passed 
to permit the stock companies to meet the com- 
petition of mutual and assessment organiza- 
tions, especially those operating among negroes 
in the southern part of the State, where a 
funeral benefit class is regarded as very im- 
portant. 


Iowa Compensation Amendments 

The amendments to the Iowa compensation 
law, which go into effect July 1, increase the 
weekly indemnities from fifty per cent to sixty 
per cent of the wages and increase the maxi- 
mum indemnity from $10 to $15 and the mini- 
mum from $5 to $6. The medical service pro- 
vision is also broadened, the general effect be- 
ing an increase in liability of about fifty per 
cent. 


Casualty Notes 

—The Star Health and Accident will move its head- 
quarters from Rochester, Ind., to Gary, Ind. 

—The Merchants Reserve Casualty is being or- 
ganized at Chicago by interests allied with the Mer- 
chants Reserve Life, an assessment company of 
Chicago. 

—The Michigan Live Stock Insurance Company has 
been organized at Saginaw, Mich. Calon C. Lille is 
president, and Harmon J. Wells is secretary and 
treasurer, 

—The National Surety Company of New York has 
declared a one per cent Red Cross dividend, amount- 
ing to $40,000. President William B. Joyce has per- 
sonally contributed $10,000 to the society’s fund. 

—Claude E, Scattergood, assistant secretary of the 
Fidelity and Casualty of New York, has been made 
actupary of the company. It is said that this is the 
first purely casualty company to appoint an actuary. 

—E. E. Peake is organizing the United States 
Automobile Insurance Exchange at Kansas City. His 
plan provides for a reciprocal of which he is to be the 
attorney-in-fact. Only motor car dealers will be 
written, 


—Casualty inspector of experience, who is qualified 
to calculate debits and credits under the existing in- 
spection schedule, may learn of an excellent oppor 
tunity to connect with an established company by 
communicating with the party who advertises in an- 
other column of this issue. 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS 

Gold Medal Presentations—A week ago 
the service in the rooms of the New York 
Board of Underwriters, on the occasion of the 
gold medal presentation to a heroic patrolman, 
was interesting. The service which was ren- 
dered by the patrolman entitled to the medal 
made a thrilling story of real heroism, and the 
speech of President Warfield was an eloquent 
tribute to the heroic spirit which animated the 
service. These are rare occasions, but they 
are a stimulus to the patrolmen in the dis- 
charge of their duties. 

The Massachusetts Fireworks Proclama- 
tion.—Governor McCall of Massachusetts has 
endorsed a decision that fireworks may be sold 
as heretofore in that State for the Fourth of 
July celebrations. He wishes all dealers in fire- 
works to warn the purchasers “not to put them 
off,’ which is equivalent to a clause in a fire 
insurance policy suggested by a Hartford office 
in a letter offering to withdraw its objections 
to a risk provided a clause should be inserted 
that the policy should be “null and void in 
event of loss.” The plea of Governor McCall 
is that to prohibit the sale of fireworks would 
inflict a loss on the dealers. How about the 
insurance companies ? 








Origin of Jumbo Lines.—From the day 
when the venerable Stephen Crowell, while 
president of the Phenix Fire of Brooklyn, 
began to accept $50,000 lines on risks in this 
city, they were dubbed “Jumbo lines,” and have 
been the subject of criticism. The original 
Jumbo, however, has long since been buried 
under the practice at this time of writing poli- 
cies for five or ten times $50,000. The intre. 
duction of foreign reinsurance treaties (for 
which American companies were chiefly re- 
sponsible) has increased the lines of companies 
to sums that are so much in excess of the old 
practice of limiting policies to $5000 and 
$10,000, that the agitation of legislation to pre- 
vent or cut off the reinsurance privilege has re- 
vived the whole subject, but there is no indi- 
cation that any action in this State will be 
taken to change the present method. 

J. N. S. Brewster & Co. Appointed.— 
J. N. S. Brewster & Co. have been appointed 
general agents of the automobile department 
of the Caledonian in Greater New York, West- 
chester, Rockland and Nassau counties and 
Northern New Jersey. The local brokerage 
business of the Caledonian will be handled 
through this general agency. L. Edward Shaw 
is in charge of the automobile department of 
J. N. S. Brewster & Co. 

Brokers Conduct Red Cross Campaign.— 
The Fire Brokers Association of New York 
has undertaken a campaign among the brokers 
for the American Red Cross Society. The 
committee in charge of the work is made up of 
A. C. Hegeman of E. C. Anderson Company, 
chairman; Seelye Benedict of Benedict & 
Benedict, F. W. Stillman of F. W. Stillman 
Company, G. P. Nichols of F. E. Driggs Com- 
pany, and Alex. M. Silvey of Coe & Silvey. At 
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a meeting of the association last week it was 
announced that the association had already col- 
lected more than $1400 for the Red Cross war 
fund. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 

F. S. Hamlin Incorporates.—F. S. Hamlin 
of Haverhill, who is well known in Boston 
underwriting circles, has incorporated his 
agency, with a capital of $10,000. 

Stamping System Approved.—After twice 
rejecting the resolution to stamp dailies in 
Boston as well as in the metropolitan district, 
the Boston Board last week unanimously 
adopted the plan. There were thirty-six mem- 
bers present. It was voted that President 
Dewick appoint a committee of five to confer 
with the companies’ committee to effect the 
plan and arrange details. 

Activities of the Russell Club.—The so- 
called Russell Club organization, composed of 
members of the Boston Fire Department, have 
again asked the Boston City Council for one 
day off in three, notwithstanding that the 
proposition was flatly rejected by the Council 
last year. Former Surveyor of the Port 
McCarthy appeared in remonstrance at the 
Council meeting, and said that the Russell 
Club was notorious for its political activities. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 

E. W. Law Joins Colors.—E. W. Law, as- 
sistant underwriting supervisor of the Western 
department of the Royal, has joined the 
Seventh United States Reserve Engineers, and 
will leave for Atlanta in the near future. H. L. 
Dalton, Wisconsin State agent of the company, 
will take Mr. Law’s place during the latter’s 
absence. 


W. H. Daniels Joins Fred S. James & Co. 
—W. H. Daniels, for the past ten or twelve 
years on the staff of the Western Adjustment 
Company at Chicago, will take charge of the 
adjustment of losses for the companies in the 
office of Fred S. James & Co. 


Ernest Palmer Honored.—Ernest Palmer, 
assistant general counsel of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, has been elected 
a director of the Lake Forest University, rep- 
resenting the alumni. 


Greater New York Fire Organizing 

The Greater New York Fire Insurance Com- 
pany is in process of organization in New 
York, those principally interested being identi- 
fied with the Taxpayers’ Alliance in the Bronx 
district. A meeting was held last Thursday at 
the office of Alderman Harry Robitzek, at 
which the above title was approved, and a list 
of those who will act as organizers, incorpora- 
tors and first directors was decided upon. This 
list embraces Harry Robitzek, president of the 
Taxpayers Alliance; Max Just, contractor and 
builder; George N. Reinhardt, T. J. Chabot, 
John E. King, Harry B. Chambers, Wm. Berger, 
A. F. Schwarzler, Registrar Edward Polak, 
Anthony Cuneo, Commissioner of Public Works 
John G. Borgstede, former Coroner Anthony 
McOwen, Constantine Wagner, John Eggers and 
Herman Wiebke. 

John E. King, well known in New York fire 
insurance circles, will actively assist with the 
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preliminary work. The Greater New York Fire 
is to have $200,000 capital and $400,000 surplus, 
shares of a par value of $10 being sold at $30 
to provide the surplus. The company will be 
authorized to divide profits with policyholders. 

Geo. N. Reinhardt is temporary treasurer 
and Carl W. Schmidtke is temporary secretary 
of the general committee in charge of the or- 
ganization work. Subscriptions to the stock 
are limited to a maximum of $1500 each. 


Missouri Conservation Association Formed 

A Conservation Association of Missouri was 
organized last week at a meeting held at the 
Planters’ hotel by the Western Conservation 
Committee of the National Board of Fire Un- 
derwriters. 

The entire committee was present. It was as 
follows: W. H. Sage, Chicago, chairman; F. S. 
Danforth, president of the Millers National of 
Chicago; Charles E. Hecox, president of the 
Ohio Farmers of Le Roy; Thomas E. Gallagher, 
Western manager of the A®tna (fire) of Hart- 
ford; William Lininger, Springfield Fire and 
Marine of Springfield, and James F. Joseph of 
the Western Union, secretary, all of Chicago. 

M. L. Wilkinson and Rev. Dr. W. C. Bitting, 
members of the Missouri Council of Defense, 
spoke. E. E. Buckwell of the Insurance Depart- 
ment represented the Insurance Commissioner. 

Chairman Sage stated that the purpose of the 
meeting was to organize the Missouri field force 
for service in conserving the food products of 
the State from destruction by fire. The ser- 
vices of these experts were tendered to the 
Government for the term of the war without 
compensation. They have been accepted by the 
National Government and by the State of Mis- 
souri. A constant inspection and watching of 
all premises in which food products are stored 
or manufactured will be the chief duty of the 
association. 

W. C. Brown, State agent of the Pennsylvania 
Fire of Philadelphia, was elected president of 
the association. The following were named as 
the executive committee; W. C. Brown, chair- 
man; Charles Proudfit, Kit Wilson, P. H. 
Knighton, John Deiber, John H. Walsh, Chas. 
H. Ridgeway, all of Kansas City, and E. W. 
Thomas, St. Louis. 


Storage House Fire Hazards Numerous 

The first reports which are at hand from the 
insurance company inspectors show how serious 
was the need of a thorough fire inspection of 
elevators and warehouses where food products 
are stored. 

The first reports from the field men have been 
checked up by State Fire Marshal Fleming and 
C. T. Deatrick, who has been put in general 
charge of the work in Ohio. 

Of the first 500 places inspected fully ninety- 
five per cent are shown to be in need of re- 
pairs and improvements, which will reduce the 
fire hazard. The reports will be made the 
basis for specific orders directing improvements 
and compliance with recommendations. 


Moving Pictures to Raise Red Cross Funds 

Last spring Underwriters Laboratories had 
made a new fire protection moving picture, which 
was intended to be loaned to insurance men, 
public officials and others for use in educational 
campaigns. The picture, which is a two-reel 
subject, entitled ‘‘An Unbeliever Convinced,”’ 
has been so well received that fire chiefs who 
have seen it have asked to be allowed to fea- 
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ture this film on certain days in theatres where 
admission is charged, and to contribute the 
funds thus obtained to the local chapter of 
the Red Cross. It is planned to put this 
system into operation within the next few days. 


Tennessee Officials Retire 

Charles W. Schuyler, State Fire Prevention 
Commissioner of Tennessee, has resigned his 
position, the same being promptly accepted, 

In his annual report Commissioner Schuyler 
showed that there had been seventeen convic- 
tions for arson in 1916, and twelve of these 
were sent to the State prison. Of the $25,000 
received from the companies for conducting the 
department $23,000 was spent in the conduct of 
the department and the remaining $2000 was 
turned into the State Treasury at the close of 
1916, this being lost to this branch of the State 
Government, sustained solely by the tax on the 
fire companies. 


Michigan Fire Prevention Association 
At the annual meeting of the Michigan Fire 
Prevention Association it was decided to dis- 
continue inspections for the present, so as not 
to interfere with the special inspection work 
being done by the Conservation Association. 
yeorge A. Minsky, of the American of Newark, 
was elected president, with F. W. Groves of 
the Astna vice-president, and M. M. Hawx- 
hurst of the Commercial Union secretary and 
treasurer. 
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To Provide Crop Insurance 
[Special Dispatch to THE SPECTATOR] 

WASHINGTON, D. C., June. 26.—A bill has 
been introduced into the House of Representa- 
tives by Congressman King of Illinois, provid- 
ing for a bureau of farm risk insurance in the 
Treasury Department and appropriating $10,- 
000,000 from which to pay losses. 

The measure provides that the bureau shall 
be under the supervision of a director. The 
bureau shall be under the general direction of 
the Secretary of the Treasury and its work is 
to be the insuring of growing crops of non- 
perishable products against loss or damage by 
the action of the elements in such cases where 
it shall appear that the producers of such crops 
are unable to secure adequate farm risk in- 
surance on reasonable terms. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
to establish an advisory board of three mem- 
bers skilled in the practice of farm risk in- 
surance, for the purpose of assisting the pro- 
posed bureau in fixing rates of premium and in 
adjustment of claims for losses. 

In the event of disagreement as to the claim 
for losses, or the amount thereof, between the 
bureau and the parties to the contract of in- 
surance, an action on the claim may be brought 
against the United States in any district court. 


THE 


Uniform Accounts Current 
The National Board of Fire Underwriters has 
adopted a uniform blank for accounts current 
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which will supersede that heretofore, issued by 
the National Association of Insurance Agents. 
The National Board form was approved at a 
conference last fall with the uniform blank com- 
mittee of the agents’ association, and has also 
been approved by the executive committee of 
the association. 

The accounts current was brought to the at- 
tention of the companies through the joint 
conference committee in New York in Febru- 
ary, 1910, and a sub-committee appointed to 
draft a form. This sub-committee agreed upon 
a form which the National Association placed 
before the companies. A few of them adopted 
it 


Eastern Union Meeting 

The Eastern Union held its regular meeting 
at the Down Town Association last week, with 
President J. A. Kelsey presiding. The follow- 
ing new members were unanimously elected: 
C. G. Smith, president of the German-American 
and the German Alliance insurance companies; 
Jerome & Brown, Southern managers of the 
Aachen and Munich Fire Insurance Company, 
Providence Washington Insurance Company and 
Camden Fire Insurance Association, and Robert 
N. Hughs, Southern manager of the Insurance 
Company of North America, Philadelphia Un- 
derwriters and Alliance Insurance Company. 
The name of Wm. N. Kremer, former president 
of the German-American and the German Alli- 
ance insurance companies and member of record 
in the Eastern Union, was placed upon the 
honorary roll by unanimous vote of The Union. 

For information the Boston committee re- 
ported that the stamping system for Boston 
proper had been adopted by the Boston Board 
of Fire Underwriters. Report of progress was 
received from the large cities rating committee 
with relation to the test applications of the 
“L. and L. rating system,’ analytical and 
normal schedules now being made in Hartford. 
These are nearing completion and the tabulated 
results are expected by the middle of July. 

A memorial resolution on the death of Dan 
B. Harris, late Southern manager for the In- 
surance Company of North 
adopted by a rising vote. 

The Union adjourned for the summer, the 
next meeting to be held at Hartford in Septem- 
ber. 


America, was 


Joint Committee Conference 

The Western Union and the Western Insur- 
ance Bureau met last week at Chicago, after 
which a joint session of the members of both 
organizations met as subscribers to the State 
actuarial bureaus. The separate session con- 
sidered the report of the committee on expenses, 
representing the sectional underwriting organ- 
izations and reviewed the conditions confront- 
ing the companies as a result of the war, mak- 
ing several recommendations for ways in which 
the increasing outgo could be reduced. 

Among these recommendations were the en- 
forcement of the sixty-day provision for the 
payment of losses, charging for non-taken poli- 
cies and binders, enforcement of uniform rules 
as to agents’ balances, elimination of duplica- 
tion of inspections and bureau work, collection 
of additional charges for policy clauses, elimina- 
tion of the various forms of combination poli- 
cies and limitation of the distribution of blot- 
ters, calendars, etc. 

The increase in loss was also. considered, the 
total so far this year being over $16,000,000 more 
than the same period last year and $48,000,000 
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ahead of the same months in 1915. Considera- 
tion of the specially unprofitable classes was 
referred to the subscribers’ actuarial committee. 


Automobile Term Policies 

At the recent meeting of the executive com- 
mittee of the National Automobile Under- 
writers’ conference in New York the principles 
of a term policy for farmers’ cars was adopted. 
This is optional and not mandatory, the under- 
standing being that each of the five sectional 
conferences may adopt the principle for any 
part or all of the territory under their juris- 
diction as the exigencies of the situation may 
suggest. 


Firemans Fund Joint Contract 
Arrangement 

President Levison of the Firemans Fund of San 
Francisco has completed arrangements with the 
United States Casualty of New York to represent 
that company in automobile liability lines in the 
Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain territories. 
The Firemans Fund has written a large percen- 
tage of the automobile fire and theft business on 
the coast, and about a year ago began writing 
automobile liability. Hereafter all liability 
lines will be carried by the United States Casu- 
alty and the Firemans Fund will make a drive 
for this class of business. 

The company announces the appointment of 
C. C. Wright, agent of the Firemans Fund at 
Dallas, Tex., as manager of its automobile in- 
surance department. B. G. Wills, for a number 
of years with the Royal Indemnity at Los 
Angeles, also joins the office force in the same 
department. 


Fire Notes 


—The German-American Insurance Company of 
New York has declared a special Red Cross dividend 
of $20,000. 

—The Fine Arts and General Insurance Company of 
Englana is to be merged with the North British and 
Mercantile of London. 

In the Fire and Casualty Section of this issue of 
l'ne Spectator will be found the National Board’s 
report on the Atlanta conflagration. 


—William P, Malloy has been appointed special 
agent for the fire department of the Automobile In- 
surance Company of Hartford, with headquarters at 
Hartford. 


—The Alliance of Philadelphia has declared a one 
Per cent dividend, with the recommendation that the 
stockholders contribute the dividend to the American 
Red Cross Society. 


—Kaler, Carney & Liffler of Boston have been ap- 


pointed Boston agents for the Continental (Fire) of 
New York as of July 1, in place of the W. A, Muller 
& Co. corporation. 

—The Home Insurance Company of New York has 
declared a dividend of $60,000 for the purpose of pro- 
viaing a liberal contribution by stockholders to the 
American Red Cross Society. 

—The Milwaukee Mechanics Insurance Company of 
Milwaukee declared a $5000 dividend for the Red 
Cross Society on June 20. The company also sub- 
scribed $50,000 to the Liberty Loan. 

—J. B. Nicholson has resigneu as general inspector 
for the Western department of the National of Hart- 
foru, and on July 1 will become engineer for the 
James & Manchester Agency at Cleveland, 

—k. E. Kellogg has been appointed special agent in 
Michigan for the Liverpool and London and Globe 
as of July 1. Mr, Kellogg was formerly connected 
with the Jackson branch of the Michigan Inspection 
Bureau. 

—Dudley E. Gallagher, special agent for the North 
3ritish and Mercantile, has been made State agent 
for Kansas, with headquarters at Topeka, succeeding 
E. C. Fox, who has been made assistant general agent 
at the home office. 

—Walter S. Alley, W. P. Young and C. R. Perkins, 
general agents of the United States branch of the 
North British and Mercantile, have been elected vice- 
presidents of the Pennsylvania Fire, which is con- 
trolled by the North British. 

—The North British not favoring underwriters’ 
agencies, the Pennsylvania Fire, which is controlled 
by the North British, has stopped appointing any 
new agents for the Quaker City Fire Underwriters, 
but will continue the existing agents for the present. 

—At a meeting of the Explosion Conference last 
week a new constitution and by-laws were adopted. 
Subsidiary conferences will be establishea at Atlanta, 
San Francisco and Chicago. Howard P. Moore, of 
the Home of New York, is chairman of the con- 
ference. 

—A firm of Detroit brokers has addressed the stock- 
holders of the Detroit National Fire, proposing a 
merger with the Interstate Fire of Detroit by paying 


for each share of stock, one share in the Interstate 
Fire and $10 in cash. The Detroit National Fire has 
disapproved the plan. 


—Francis R. Blossom, son of George W. Blossom, 
one of the members of Fred S. James & Co., will 
shortly sail for France in the ambulance service. He 
will drive the ambulance which was presented by 
Frea S. James & Co. to the American Volunteer 
Motor Ambulance Corps. 


—Meetings of field men in the State with the 
Chicago advisory committee of the National Board to 
organize conservation associations for the inspection of 
elevators, mills, etc., will be held at Des Moines, Ia., 
Tuesday, June 26; at Lincoln, Neb., Wédnesday, June 
27, and at Denver, Col., Friday, June 29. 


—The North Dakota Publishers Mutual has been 
organized at Devil’s Lake, N. D., for the purpose of 
insuring newspaper plants. E. M. Crary of Devil’s 
Lake, M. I. Forkner of Langdon, G. A. Monteith of 
Finley, David Carlson of Towner and Edgar L. 
Richter of Larimore are the incorporators. 


—Iowa fire insurance field men at Des Moines on 
Tuesday organized Iowa for a conservation campaign 
at a meeting called by the Western committee of the 
National Board of Fire Undérwriters. J. D. Car- 
penter of the Queen was made chairman; J. F. Donica, 
Continental; George A. Wills, Western Grain Dealers 
Association; W. H. Faulkner, United States; Ed. S. 
Phelps, Insurance Company of North America; 
George W. Heatton, Phceenix of Hartford; W. A. 
Waddell, National Fire; James McHugh, Hartford 
Fire, constitute the committee. 

—A test of a fireproof paint was made at the 
laboratory of von Schrenk & Kammerer, St. Louis, 
on Thursday, June 21, in the presence of three en- 
gineers representing the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. Mr. von Schrenk stated that there 
will be no publicity given to the test until a full re- 
port is given out, when details will be given. A 
few weeks ago a test of the paint was made before 
several officials of the Southern Pine Association. It 
is said that the paint is particularly valuable when 
used in connection with the use of yellow pine timber 
in construction work, 
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= ————— — Agency Wants 
214 Insurance Salesmen 


have used Hull’s Insurance Sales‘Letters. One man wrote $12,000 from 100 letters mailed. 
An official of one Insurance Company writes “I want you to know how thoroughly well 
pleased I am with the insurance sales letters. They cover the ground admirably and I 
shall be able to make effective use of them.” Life, Accident, Partnership and Corpora- 
tion insurance salesmen request particulars—ask for folder 11A. 


William S. Hull, Madison, Conn. 

















A contract with our Agency Depart- 
ment is open toone who can ‘“‘Deliver- 
the Goods’. The compensation a 
secondary consideration. 


FEDERAL CASUALTY COMPANY 


Detroit, Mich. 


ecret of our 
‘One uccess is 
ervice 





Cash Capital $200,000.00 V Dz. CLIFF, President 


A MILLION DOLLAR COMPANY 
Covering a NEW FIELD in the Insurance World 
JUST INCORPORATED 


Strong Organization. Convincing Literature. Valuable 
Co-Operation At All Points. 

















For Sale 








FOR SALE 


$150,000-6% mortgages secured by improved town prop- 
erties worth more than $300,000; also $250,000 8% bonds 
secured by farm properties worth more than $750,000— 


: To hi , i i 
$25,000 retired annually. o high grade Men, who have successfully sold Life, Fire, or 


Casualty Stocks, this will immediately appeal as the Very Best 
Stock Proposition in Recent Years. Correspondence Invited. 


L. N. COX, Orlando, Fla. 








Gompany Representation Wanted 


MANAGER 
212 S. & L. Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 














An office with an established Agency Plant in Eastern 
Pennsylvania could use two good Fire Insurance Companies. 


Address, “G. T. F.,’’ care of The Spectator, 
P. O. Box 1117, New York City, N. Y. 





An Office doing business in Eastern Pennsylvania could 
use a good Life Insurance Company in this territory. 


Address “‘L. G. I.,’’ care of The Spectator, 
P. O. Box 1117, New York City, N. Y. 





Agency Wants 








STOCK SALESMEN WANTED 


By strong organization of exceptional merit and a personnel that 
is unexcelled; unusual opportunity for high-grade men; none others 
need apply. Address or call on 


FEDERAL FINANCE CORPORATION 


537 Woodward Building Washington, D. C. 


STOCK SALESMEN 


We have the leading banks in north- 
western Indiana as referénces, and their 
officers as stockholders. We have the en- 
dorsement and support of the Gary Com- 
mercial Club. We have a strong organiza- 
tion committee and some new features that 
will sell stock and Life Insurance. Can you 
sell stock in such a proposition? If you can, 
get busy. Only those with references need 
apply. 
Call or address 


GARY NATIONAL LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
305-6 Gary Theatre Building, GARY, INDIANA 














SOUTHERN LIFE AND HEALTH INS. CO. 
‘“‘Oldest and Best’ 


Has openings for good debit men and business 
producers. 


P. O. BOX 884 BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 








Stock Salesmen Wanted 


We will pave the way for you with effective adver- 
tising. Strong organization made up of successful 
business men. Only high-grade men with clean 
records wanted. Credentials required. 


The Insurance Corporation 


CAPITAL STOCK $2,000,000 
WAINWRIGHT BLDG., SAINT LOUIS 














A General Agency is open 
in the State of 
PENNSYLVANIA 
For one of the best Old Line 
Companies in America. 
Write “*B”’ 

Care of The Spectator 
P.O. Box 1117, NewY ork City, N.Y. 














